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Dear Friends, 

Thanks to the rain that continues to shower the farm, we’re experiencing 

an exceptionally lush and vibrant spring. The feelings of renewal and  

excitement perfectly describe how I feel when reflecting on all that we 

accomplished this past year and what is ahead. Here are some of our 

many successes in 2018: 

 

 Designed a new website and registration system to showcase our  

experiential learning programs and responsible agriculture. 

 Opened the door to new audiences, friends, and partnerships by  

embarking upon programming to bring eaters together to create a 

healthy food system. 

 Celebrated our 12th year of partnership with the Community  

Services Agency of Mountain View. 

 Offered new opportunities for students to explore Hidden Villa  

during school breaks through our Explorers program. 

 Expanded the range of our Summer Camp programming to  

provide opportunities for Pre-K children.  

 Upgraded our database and systems to better support our staff in 

making data-informed decisions that are responsive to customer and 

community needs.  

With these successes, we are now perfectly poised to embark upon our 

strategic visioning  process for 2020 – 2030. This process began with  

updating our Vision, Mission, and Values statements. These updates  

incorporated the voices of a wide range of stakeholders to ensure that 

Hidden Villa remains true to our roots while also supporting the needs 

of the community we serve in today’s fast paced, innovative world.   

 

 

Vision: A sustainable, healthy, and just future for all. 

Mission: We foster educational experiences that build connections and 

inspire a deeper appreciation and respect for nature, food,  

and one another. 

Values: 

Access: We invite everyone to experience and be inspired by our 

programs, land, and vision for the future. 

Community: We are a community that connects and respects  

people, places, and ideas. 

Exploration: We provide learning opportunities that engage  

curiosity, support discovery and encourage growth through  

experiential education. 

Stewardship: We protect our wilderness and practice responsible 

agriculture while honoring the Duveneck family legacy.   

Hidden Villa is committed to remaining relevant and continuing to serve 

the community, while staying true to the heart of what Frank and  

Josephine Duveneck envisioned 95 years ago. 

It’s because of you that Hidden Villa continues to be such a special and 

inspiring place in our community. 

 
 
In gratitude,  

Chris Overington,  

Executive Director of Hidden Villa 
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Dear Hidden Villa Family, 

 

As we approach this time of  love and gratitude I wanted to 

share a reflection with you.  

 

I am too often thinking about and talking with others about all 

that is going wrong in our country, the world, and sometimes 

even in my own life. Now, I find, is a good time to take a deep 

breath and reflect on what is great and beautiful. 

 

One such great and beautiful entity is Hidden Villa.  

 

When I first joined the Board of  Directors fourteen years ago, 

after being involved with the land all my life on a deeply  

personal and familial level, I immediately felt overwhelmed. It  

didn't take long, though, before I came by a fresh awareness.... 

this is an amazing place, with amazing people working hard to 

keep it alive, thriving, and contributing positively to the world 

in line with my grandparents' vision. 

 

Hidden Villa is an educational center where the concepts of  

peace, tolerance, giving, family, stewardship, community, legacy, 

vision, resilience, and gratitude are fully investigated. It is a 

place that encourages one to view the world as the one you 

want to live in. It is a place to learn that the world is full of  

love, kindness, and abundance you can find all around you.  

 

It is an environment that nurtures relationships between  

people of  different cultural, religious, economic, and racial 

backgrounds and strengthens one's connections to the natural 

world. 

  

In this diverse and supportive atmosphere, people learn and 

practice the skills to lead persistent, balanced, and honorable 

lives in their communities. There are few opportunities in life 

when what you do makes a significant and positive  

contribution to the wellbeing of  the earth and its inhabitants.  

Supporting Hidden Villa is one such opportunity. 

 

Hidden Villa is a place that truly breeds locally based solutions 

to big picture challenges. 

 

Now that's a legacy to be proud of. 

 

With gratitude for your lives and for all you do to make this a 

more beautiful world,  

 

  

 

  David Duveneck 
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At Hidden Villa, our educational programs are designed to inspire people of all ages to be stewards and caretakers of 

the environment and each other. From foundational experiences of unstructured play in the creek to hands-on   

investigation of the natural world, people learn to recognize and appreciate the diversity and interconnectedness  

intrinsic in nature. Through our small-scale, organic farm, we teach about and produce sustainable food. Many of our 

programs involve working with the organic farm to learn first-hand about the value of caring for the land.  We also 

maintain a healthy and diverse group of animals as one of the primary contexts for the teaching and learning that 

happens on the farm. Each of our offerings are designed to scaffold in an age appropriate way, nurturing and  

cultivating citizens. Our educational philosophy was adopted by the forward thinking of the Duveneck family and  

continues to be relevant and perhaps even more necessary in today’s world. 
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Hidden Villa models regenerative, organic agriculture that respects the capacity and wildness of the 

land, honors labor, and values animal welfare. Our small-scale cyclical system integrates best practices 

in holistic management and grazing, demonstrates biomimicry, and practical applications of farm-scale 

engineering. The food we produce feeds the local community, supports our educational programs, and 

is the best communicator of the quality that comes from practicing responsible agriculture.  
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In 2018, we focused on the development of high quality, unique, 

and informative programming for adults. This new initiative  

focuses on education and facilitates connections that create a 

healthy food system.  

Key highlights include 

 The launch of multiple new culinary classes and  

community celebrations of food and farming. 

 The deepening and development of many exciting  

partnerships: Deer Hollow Farm, Eco-Farm, Kitchen Table 

Advisors, Morris Grassfed Beef, Root Down Farm, San 

Mateo Food System Alliance, Slow Food South Bay, 

TomKat Ranch, UCCE Santa Clara, Veggielution,  

and many additional local experts.  

 Hosting conversations that demystify the nuances of our 

local food system. 
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Through partnerships with the Community Services 

Agency of Mountain View and the Boys and Girls Club of 

the Peninsula, in 2018 we donated: 
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Our beautiful facilities continue to carry out the Duveneck’s vision of  

Hidden Villa as a community gathering space, attracting a diverse array  

of organizations including nonprofit and for-profit companies; family and 

friend gatherings; and Hidden Villa’s own programs and events.  

Our grounds provide the perfect place to celebrate life events,  

corporate picnics, retreats, meetings, and more. You can also  

accessorize your event with seasonal floral designs grown on the farm.  



 

 

https://www.hiddenvilla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Hidden-Villa-FINAL-8.31.2018-FS-Audit.pdf
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